The Coming of the Arabs to the Sudan
with Rabfa, invading the Beja country (the Red Sea
Hinterland) 200 years later, and their kinsmen finally
dominating Upper Egypt and sweeping thence over the
debris of the Nubian kingdom into Kordofan and Darfur
and up the Nile towards Abyssinia in the 13th and 14th
centuries.
The homeland of the Kenana and the cognate Quraysh,
who, of course, included Beni 'Abbas and Beni Ommayya,
was in the Hegaz and Tihama. Many of them entered
Egypt in the early years of Islam and, as was natural, a
large proportion of the earlier Governors appointed to
that province were Beni 'Abbas and Beni Ommayya.
By the early part of the 15th century they were numerous
in Upper Egypt with the Guhayna, and there is also
evidence that at least one party of Beni Ommayya crossed
the Red Sea direct into the Sudan in the 8th century, and
settled there. There are several large groups of Kenana,
cattle-owners for the most part, in the Sudan at present,
and the claim to be descended from Beni 'Abb&s, though
unsubstantiated, is common to most of the riverain tribes
in the north.
The Fezara—a name by which in pre-Dervish days most
of the camel-owning nomads west of the White Nile were
commonly known—were, at the time of the conquest of
Egypt, an independent branch of Ghatafan and so tradi-
tionally descended from Qays 'Ayl4n. They also hailed
from the vicinity of Mecca, and numbers of them migrated
to Egypt in the 7th century, and further contingents
followed in the llth century with the Beni Hil&l.
Rabf a, a great Arabian tribe, sent a large quota to
Egypt in the middle of the 9th century, and these appear
to have pushed as far southwards as they could with all
speed. We shall see them accompanying the Guhayna
in 869 into the Beja country, preferring to search for
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